SVI Sleepovers, Camps, Hikes and Recreation Opportunities

Girl Guides of Canada Properties

More information for all GGC properties is available on our website http://svigirlguides.bc.ca  under CAMPING VENUES

· Camp Jubilee, located north of Sooke sviareacampbookings@gmail.com
· Milne’s Landing Residential Camp, Sooke sviareacampbookings@gmail.com
· Kingswood Camp, Saanich sviareacampbookings@gmail.com
· Guide House, downtown Victoria svigirlguides@shaw.ca
· Bowker Hall, Oak Bay bowkerhall@gmail.com
· All GGC Campsites in BC http://www.bc-girlguides.org/BC/Camping/Campsites_in_BC/BC/Camping/Guiding_Campsites_in_BC.aspx?hkey=ab263610-f427-4293-b794-6a0fb1349636
Camps and Sleepovers

· Caleb Pike Homestead, located in the Highlands, running water and full kitchen on site Contact 250-474-7601 http://www.highlands.bc.ca/317/Highland-Heritage-Park-Society 

· Parks Canada – Fort Rodd Hill/Fisgard Lighthouse oTENTik program, open for Guiding off season Spring and Fall, contact the office for offseason 250-478-5849 http://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/bc/fortroddhill/activ/activ6.aspx 

· Parks Canada, Gulf Islands National Park, http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/bc/gulf/visit/visit2.aspx Sidney Spit has no water on site and is reached by water taxi from Sidney. MacDonald Campground is located 5 km from Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal and has full vehicle access. Gulf Island camping locations are listed on the website.

· Butterfly Gardens http://www.butterflygardens.com/  2014 started a Guiding sleepover program.

· French Beach Provincial Park, group campsite available http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/french_bch/ 

· Goldstream Provincial Park, group campsite available http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/goldstream/ 

· Sidney Guide and Scout Hall, 9732 Third Street, Sidney, BC  for Guiding and Scouting groups only.  Email:  m.maggiora@shaw.ca
· St Mary’s Church Metchosin, available some Friday nights. 4125 Metchosin Road, 250-474-4119 Located next to Witty’s Lagoon Regional Park. Walking distance to the beach.

· Camp Barnard, Scouts Canada http://www.campbarnard.ca/ 

· Camp Thunderbird, YM/YWCA http://www.campthunderbird.org/ 

· Willis Point Community Hall, 6933 Willis Point Road, Brentwood Bay, http://www.willispoint.ca/contact-us/
· Brentwood Bay Old School Hall Society, 7130 West Saanich Rd., Brentwood Bay, BC. Wheelchair accessible. No kitchen facilities other than coffee maker, kettle and microwave. Email contact Roni Anderson roniand@shaw.ca 
· HI Victoria Hostel, 516 Yates Street, 1-778-328-2220 http://www.hihostels.ca/westerncanada/166/HI-Victoria.hostel
· Ruckle Provincial Park, Salt Spring Island, http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/ruckle/ 

Hikes with overnights

Juan de Fuca Marine Trail (Wilderness trail) http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/juan_de_fuca/http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/juan_de_fuca/ 
Mount Work Regional Park, suitable for Pathfinder, Trex and Ranger units for a one night hike in and camp. No developed campsites or water.

Hikes and Trails

Dallas Road Walkway follows the waterfront. The walkway goes past Mile Zero of the Trans Canada Highway and is part of the Beacon Hill Park trail system.

Hatley Castle National Historic Site and Royal Roads University http://www.royalroads.ca/about/explore-hatley-park-castle There is an extensive trail system on the university grounds. A popular and little known trail extends from near the main gate of the university along a small creek and ends near the boat shed. Hatley Castle offers group tours and there is a large formal garden on the property with seven formal gardens. The castle and gardens were used as location for the     X-Men movies.

Goldstream Provincial Park http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/goldstream/ extensive trail system with varying degrees of difficulty and a large day event area

Capital Regional District https://www.crd.bc.ca/parks-recreation-culture/parks-trails/crd-regional-parks/park-maps 

· The Galloping Goose Regional Trail is part of the CRD trails system. The trail extends 60 km from Swartz Bay Ferry terminal to Leechtown.  It is suitable for walking or cycling, close locations to GGC properties. 

· The CRD trail system maintains numerous trails and parks throughout the Capital region.

· Matheson Lake, Beaver/Elk Lake and Thetis Lake are open for swimming in the summer but no lifeguards are on duty. 

· Swan Lake/Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary 250-479-0211 http://www.swanlake.bc.ca/, hiking trails, nature hut, GGC may arrange service projects and programs with the nature hut

Saanich Parks and Recreation Trails http://www.saanich.ca/parkrec/parks/trails/guide.html

· Swan Lake/Christmas Hill Nature Sanctuary 250-479-0211 http://www.swanlake.bc.ca/, hiking trails, nature hut, GGC may arrange service projects and programs with the nature hut

· Mt Tolmie Park has a drive to lookout over the city plus a trail system

· Mt Doug has a drive and short hike to the summit plus a trail system

City of Langford Trails http://www.cityoflangford.ca/EN/main/lifestyle/things-to-do/parks-trails/trails.html The Ed Nixon/Langford lake trail extends part way around Langford Lake. There are numerous lake access points for fishing and swimming with developed swimming docks and rafts at two locations. No lifeguards on duty.

City of Victoria has many parks with short hikes/walks for younger girls 

http://www.victoria.ca/EN/main/departments/parks-rec-culture/parks.html
Large day event venues

· Saanich Historical Artifacts Society, http://shas.ca/ has hosted large day events year round

· SVI Rangers, 3498 Luxton Road, http://www.svirangers.com/ large picnic grounds with flush toilets suitable for day events 

· Parks Canada – Fort Rodd Hill/Fisgard Lighthouse, contact the office 

250-478-5849 http://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/bc/fortroddhill/activ/activ6.aspx
Recreation Facilities

Juan de Fuca Recreation http://www.westshorerecreation.ca/ swimming, skating, curling and home to Wild Play Victoria http://www.wildplay.com/parks/victoria
Eagle Ridge Community Center, Westshore http://www.eagleridgecentre.com/ bowling, skating, plazone, splash park, Balladium and mini golf

Saanich Parks and Recreation http://www.saanich.ca/parkrec/recreation/dropin/index.html information for Gordon Head, Cedar Hill, Pearkes and Commonwealth recreation centers

Panorama Recreation near Sidney https://www.crd.bc.ca/panorama/
City of Victoria Parks and Recreation http://www.victoria.ca/EN/main/departments/parks-rec-culture/recreation.html
· Crystal Pool fitness center is walking distance from Guide House in Victoria

· Save on Food Memorial Center (rink) is walking distance from Guide House

Esquimalt Parks and Recreation http://www.esquimalt.ca/parksRecreation/schedules/  

Oak Bay Parks and Recreation https://www.oakbay.ca/parks-recreation
SEAPARC https://www.crd.bc.ca/seaparc Sooke recreation center, within walking distance of Milnes Landing Camp

Other Recreation Opportunities in Victoria 

Adrenaline, Zipline Tours Sooke http://adrenalinezip.com/
Miracle Lanes Bowling, 2375 Bevan Avenue, Sidney, BC, 250-656-2431 http://miraclelanes.ca/ 

CFB Esquimalt offers walking tours at different times of the year. Contact the museum for availability information. 250-363-4312

Learn to Sail Programs (I’m putting this in order of personal preference as I’ve had some experience with this) Group sailing lessons can be arranged as third party with:

· Royal Victoria Yacht Club https://www.rvyc.bc.ca/ offers a school program where you can set up a one day introductory learn to sail program. They also offer a full learn to sail CSA certified program.

· Canadian Forces Sailing Association 250-385-8873 the club runs a summer sailing program and can be contacted to arrange group lessons. CSA Certified instructors.

· Oak Bay Recreation in Association with Oak Bay Marina https://www.oakbay.ca/parks-recreation CSA Certified instructors.

Indoor Climbing

· Crag X http://www.cragx.ca/
· The Boulders Climbing Gym http://climbtheboulders.com/
Victoria City Rowing Club http://www.vcrc.bc.ca/Home.aspx depending on availability of coaches it may be possible to arrange an introductory one day program for groups age 12 plus.

Laser Tag, 749 View Street, 250-382-1316  http://lasercityfuncentre.com/ 

Walking Tours of Victoria city centre including Ghostly Walks during the winter months:  http://www.discoverthepast.com/
Getting Around

BC Transit, schedules and transit information are available online via Google maps by clicking the bus symbol or go to their website:  http://bctransit.com/victoria/ . 

Victoria is home to two charter bus companies with school buses:

· Garden City Transportation http://www.gardencitytransportation.com/
· Wilson’s Transportation http://wilsonstransportation.com/ 

